
Strategic Framework: 

Public value

Ashmolean Museum  

Conservation 

galleries

Daniel Bone. 

Head of Conservation and Heritage Science. 



Ashmolean Museum 

A University Museum 

Over 900,000 visitors a year

1 major temporary exhibition space
(ticketed)

67 permanent public galleries 

2 permanent galleries devoted to the 
subject of Conservation and heritage 
science 



• 6500 year history of  repair and 

restoration

• The early days of conservation 

profession and development of scientific 

discipline

• Introducing different cultural approaches

Restoring the Past 



• Lower ground floor ‘thematic’ gallery

• Adjacent to the learning studio

Conserving the Past 

• Interactives for different learning styles



Introducing conservation 

• Investigation and discovery . From observation to 

analysis with case studies 

• Uncovering past histories – stories to be told

• Work of the conservator – the value of preservation

• Questioning choices in conservation – what would you 

do?

• Conservation decisions

in context. 



• Fakes and forgeries  - the most 

popular display in the gallery

• Changing display for current 

projects 



Public interest

‘I did not know of the many methods used 
and how useful they are. We should try to 
conserve more.’ (Female, Over 64, UK 
visitor)

‘I enjoyed finding out how the technologies 
can reveal the story behind the objects.’ 
(Male, 16-25, International visitor)

‘I enjoyed questions of ethics and debates 
over adding to objects.’ (Male, 26-35, 
International visitor)

‘Learning about behind the scenes. It 
makes you think. Fantastic! (Female, 16-25, 
UK visitor)

Danai Koutromanou gallery survey evaluation as 
part of PhD thesis University of York 2012



A place in major temporary exhibitions 

• Raphael:The Drawings (Jun –

Sept 2017) research 

• Last Supper in Pompeii (July 

2019 – Jan 2020) video and 

research

• Colour Revolution (Sept 2023 –

Feb 2024) video and research



Meet Me at the Museum supports older people and those 

living with Dementia to be socially connected



Daniel Bone, Head of Conservation and Heritage Science 
Daniel.bone@ashmus.ox.ac.uk

Ashmolean Conservation galleries – everyone is welcome


